15 Facts About the American Flag

The Flag Has Had 27 Versions

The first major redesign came in 1795 when two stars and two stripes were
added for Vermont and Kentucky.

Subsequent versions of the flag reverted to 13 stripes to honor the original
colonies, only the stars changed to reflect the growing number of states.

The Colors Were Chosen for Their Symbolism

According to the U.S. State Department, red symbolizes valor and bravery,
white signifies purity and innocence, and blue represents vigilance,
perseverance, and justice.

The 50-Star Flag Was Designed by a High School Student

For an American history project during his junior year of high school in
1958, Bob Heft from Ohio created a 50-star flag. The only problem was that
at the time there were only 48 states. Two years later he received a call
from President Dwight D. Eisenhower who invited him to Washington, D.C.,
for a ceremony adopting his 50-star flag.

The Flag Can Be Displayed 24 Hours a Day

While most flags are taken down at sunset, the American flag can be
displayed 24 hours a day if properly illuminated during the night. This
practice is a sign of respect and honor for the flag, ensuring it is always
visible and revered.

The American Legion states that the flag code, which governs the display
and care of the American flag, states that the flag should be flown from
sunrise to sunset unless illuminated. This rule allows for the flag to be a
constant symbol of freedom and democracy.



The Flag Inspired the National Anthem

The sight of the American flag flying over Fort McHenry during the War of
1812 inspired Francis Scott Key to write the poem entitled “Defence of Fort
M’Henry”, which was set to the tune of a popular British song and quickly
became a beloved patriotic anthem. In 1931, it was officially adopted as the
national anthem of the United States.

The Flag Has Flown on the Moon

The American flag has the distinction of being the first and only national
flag to be planted on the moon. During the Apollo 11 mission in 1969,
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin placed the flag on the lunar
surface.

The Flag Has Flown in Space

The American flag has flown on numerous space missions. The flag has
been carried aboard the Space Shuttle, the International Space Station,
and other spacecraft, symbolizing the United States’ commitment to
exploration and discovery.

The flag’s presence in space highlights the nation’s achievements and
aspirations, reminding us that the spirit of exploration knows no bounds. It
represents the pursuit of knowledge and the desire to push the frontiers of
human capability.

The Flag Is Folded in a Triangle Shape

The triangular shape is reminiscent of the tricorn hats worn by
Revolutionary War soldiers, connecting the flag to the nation’s founding.

The flag is folded 13 times, each fold carrying its own significance, such as
honoring the armed forces and paying tribute to the nation’s motto, “In God
We Trust.”

This respectful folding process is often seen at military funerals and other
solemn occasions, where the flag is presented to the family of a fallen
service member. The folded flag serves as a lasting reminder of their
sacrifice and the nation’s gratitude.



There Are Specific Rules for Flag Disposal

When an American flag becomes worn or damaged, it must be disposed of
in a dignified manner. The preferred method is burning the flag in a
respectful ceremony, ensuring that it is treated with the honor it deserves.

Organizations such as the American Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars
often conduct flag retirement ceremonies, providing a way for citizens to
properly dispose of their flags. These ceremonies are solemn and
respectful, reflecting the flag’s significance.

Betsy Ross and the First Flaq

One of the most enduring legends about the American flag is that it was
designed by Betsy Ross, a seamstress from Philadelphia. According to the
story, George Washington and other members of the Continental Congress
asked Ross to create the first flag in 1776.

While historians debate the accuracy of this tale, it remains a popular part
of American folklore. Ross is said to have suggested the use of five-pointed
stars instead of six-pointed ones, as they were easier to sew.

The Flag Has Its Own Day

Flag Day is celebrated on June 14th each year to commemorate the
adoption of the American flag. This date was chosen because it marks the
anniversary of the Flag Resolution of 1777, when the Continental Congress
officially established the flag’s design.

President Woodrow Wilson first proclaimed Flag Day in 1916, and it was
established as a national observance by an Act of Congress in 1949. While
not a federal holiday, Flag Day is celebrated with various events and
activities across the country.



The Flag Is a Source of Inspiration

Throughout history, the American flag has inspired countless works of art,
literature, and music. From patriotic songs like “The Star-Spangled Banner”
to iconic paintings and sculptures, the flag has been a powerful symbol of
national identity and pride.

The flag’s ability to inspire is a testament to its enduring power as a symbol
of freedom and democracy. Whether waving at a parade or depicted in a
masterpiece, the American flag continues to evoke strong emotions and a
sense of unity.

The Flag Has Seen Battle

The American flag has flown in numerous battles and conflicts, symbolizing
the nation’s resilience and determination. From the Revolutionary War to
modern-day military operations, the flag has been a constant presence on
the battlefield.

The flag’s presence in battle serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made
by American service members. It stands as a symbol of hope and
perseverance, rallying troops and citizens alike in times of conflict.

The Flag Is a Symbol of Unity

The American flag is a powerful symbol of national unity, representing the
diverse and united states that make up the country. In times of crisis or
celebration, the flag serves as a rallying point for Americans, bringing
people together under a common banner.

The flag’s ability to unite people from different backgrounds and beliefs is a
testament to its enduring significance. It stands as a symbol of the nation’s
ideals and the collective effort to uphold them.



The Flag Is Protected by Law

The U.S. Flag Code provides specific guidelines for the display, care, and
disposal of the American flag. These rules ensure that the flag is treated
with the respect and dignity it deserves, reflecting its importance as a
national symbol.

In addition to the Flag Code, the flag is protected by laws that prohibit its
desecration. While the Supreme Court has ruled that flag burning is a form
of protected speech under the First Amendment, many states have laws
that address the misuse of the flag.



